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Many people have written about how theory (or research) relates to practice; Jim is one of those rare
professionals who live the relationship.

-Arthur Applebee

NAEP advisor,

Validation committee member for Common Core,

Author of Curriculum as Conversation

Why a book about questions? "Because when students' instruction is organized around meaningful, clear
questions," writes Jim Burke in What's the Big Idea? "they understand better, remember longer, and engage
much more deeply and for greater periods of time."

>>> Listen to a podcast where Jim explains how How big questions can engage and motivate students who
have grown up digitally.

>>> Listen to a podcast where Jim explains how big questions can help you integrate standards,
differentiation, and engagement.

>>> Watch a video message from Jim about the book.

Jim shows how making essential questions the center of your teaching can ease the tension between good
teaching and teaching to the test while giving students dependable, transferable tools for reading, writing,
thinking, and participating in the real world. Going in depth on his own units for frequently taught books,
Jim shows how to plan lessons, units, and even entire courses around big ideas to help students:

grapple with content and deepen comprehension through reading, writing, and discussion●

make learning stick by connecting it to texts, to students' experiences, and to the world●

clarify and extend their thinking by learning which questions to ask and when●

improve school and test performance by honing academic language and skills.●

"Although no one thing can ever be the solution to all problems," Jim writes, "this book demonstrates the
ways in which questions can address your concerns and develop in our students the mental acuity and
fluency necessary to succeed in school and at work, as well as to achieve a sense of purpose in their personal
lives." The only question now is, Are you ready to change your students' learning and lives?
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed What's the
Big Idea?: Question-Driven Units to Motivate Reading, Writing, and Thinking? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Regina Nichols:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take What's the Big Idea?: Question-Driven Units to Motivate
Reading, Writing, and Thinking as your daily resource information.

Eulalia Perry:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying What's the Big Idea?: Question-
Driven Units to Motivate Reading, Writing, and Thinking that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick What's the Big Idea?:
Question-Driven Units to Motivate Reading, Writing, and Thinking become your own personal starter.

Denise Kerrigan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this What's the Big Idea?: Question-Driven
Units to Motivate Reading, Writing, and Thinking e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism What's the Big Idea?: Question-Driven Units to Motivate Reading, Writing, and
Thinking as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can
break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth



sense.
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