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After the Glorious Revolution, a not so glorious age of lawlessness befell England. Crime ran rampant, and
highwaymen, thieves, and prostitutes ruled the land. Execution by hanging often punished the smallest
infractions, and rip-roaring stories of fearless criminals proliferated, giving birth to a new medium: the
newspaper. In 1724, housebreaker Jack Sheppard—a “pocket Hercules,” his small frame packed with
muscle—finally met the hangman. Street singers sang ballads about the Cockney burglar because no prison
could hold him. Each more astonishing than the last, his final jailbreak took him through six successive
locked rooms, after which he shimmied down two blankets from the prison roof to the street below. Just
before Sheppard swung, he gave an account of his life to a writer in the crowd. Daniel Defoe stood in the
shadow of the day’s literati—Swift, Pope, Gay—and had done hard time himself for sedition and
bankruptcy. He saw how prison corrupted the poor. They came out thieves, but he came out a journalist. Six
months later, the author of Robinson Crusoe and Moll Flanders covered another death at the hanging tree.
Jonathan Wild looked every bit the brute—body covered in scars from dagger, sword, and gun, bald head
patched with silver plates from a fractured skull—and he had all but invented the double-cross. He cultivated
young thieves, profited from their work, then turned them in for his reward—and their execution. But one
man refused to play his game. Sheppard didn’t take orders from this self-proclaimed “thief-taker general,”
nor would he hawk his loot through Wild’s fences. The two-faced bounty hunter took it personally and
helped bring the young burglar’s life to an end. But when Wild’s charade came to light, he quickly became
the most despised man in the land. When he was hanged for his own crimes, the mob wasn’t rooting for Wild
as it had for Sheppard. Instead, they hurled stones, rotten food, and even dead animals at him. Defoe once
again got the scoop, and tabloid journalism as we know it had begun.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan
Wild, and Jack Sheppard Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal.

Owen Bourne:

The feeling that you get from Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard
Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard Captivated
London and Created the Celebrity Criminal giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore
it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this kind of Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard
Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal instantly.

Bridget Dell:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard Captivated
London and Created the Celebrity Criminal can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Jacob Brown:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack
Sheppard Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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