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Even as unemployment rates soared during the Great Depression, FDR’s relief and social security programs
faced attacks in Congress and the courts on the legitimacy of federal aid to the growing population of poor.
In response, New Dealers pointed to a long tradition—dating back to 1790 and now largely forgotten—of
federal aid to victims of disaster. In The Sympathetic State, Michele Landis Dauber recovers this crucial
aspect of American history, tracing the roots of the modern American welfare state beyond the New Deal
and the Progressive Era back to the earliest days of the republic when relief was forthcoming for the victims
of wars, fires, floods, hurricanes, and earthquakes.
 
Drawing on a variety of materials, including newspapers, legal briefs, political speeches, the art and literature
of the time, and letters from thousands of ordinary Americans, Dauber shows that while this long history of
government disaster relief has faded from our memory today, it was extremely well known to advocates for
an expanded role for the national government in the 1930s, including the Social Security Act. Making this
connection required framing the Great Depression as a disaster afflicting citizens though no fault of their
own. Dauber argues that the disaster paradigm, though successful in defending the New Deal, would
ultimately come back to haunt advocates for social welfare. By not making a more radical case for relief,
proponents of the New Deal helped create the weak, uniquely American welfare state we have today—one
torn between the desire to come to the aid of those suffering and the deeply rooted suspicion that those in
need are responsible for their own deprivation.
 
Contrary to conventional thought, the history of federal disaster relief is one of remarkable consistency,
despite significant political and ideological change. Dauber’s pathbreaking and highly readable book
uncovers the historical origins of the modern American welfare state.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

The book The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State? Several of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Sympathetic State: Disaster
Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Glady Curry:

The guide with title The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State
has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Carl Carrillo:

The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American
Welfare State yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Nila Cobb:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of
the American Welfare State was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Sympathetic State: Disaster Relief and the Origins of the American Welfare State has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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