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What is jihad? Does it mean violence, as many non-Muslims assume? Or does it mean peace, as some
Muslims insist? Because jihad is closely associated with the early spread of Islam, today's debate about the
origin and meaning of jihad is nothing less than a struggle over Islam itself. In Jihad in Islamic History,
Michael Bonner provides the first study in English that focuses on the early history of jihad, shedding much-
needed light on the most recent controversies over jihad.

To some, jihad is the essence of radical Islamist ideology, a synonym for terrorism, and even proof of Islam's
innate violence. To others, jihad means a peaceful, individual, and internal spiritual striving. Bonner,
however, shows that those who argue that jihad means only violence or only peace are both wrong. Jihad is a
complex set of doctrines and practices that have changed over time and continue to evolve today. The
Quran's messages about fighting and jihad are inseparable from its requirements of generosity and care for
the poor. Jihad has often been a constructive and creative force, the key to building new Islamic societies and
states. Jihad has regulated relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, in peace as well as in war. And
while today's "jihadists" are in some ways following the "classical" jihad tradition, they have in other ways
completely broken with it.

Written for general readers who want to understand jihad and its controversies, Jihad in Islamic History will
also interest specialists because of its original arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and
Practice will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

James Flynn:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and
Practice book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Georgia Evans:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice can be fine book
to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Gary Collis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and
Practice can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines
and Practice.
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