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In August 1814, the United States army was defeated just outside Washington, D.C., by the world's greatest
military power. President James Madison and his wife had just enough time to flee the White House before
the British invaders entered. British troops stopped to feast on the meal still sitting on the Madisons' dining-
room table before setting the White House on fire. The extent of the destruction was massive; finished in
wood rather than marble, everything inside the mansion was combustible. Only the outer stone walls would
withstand the fire.

The tide of the War of 1812 would quickly turn, however. Less than a month later, American troops would
stand victorious at the Battle of Fort McHenry. Poet Francis Scott Key, struck by the sight of the American
flag waving over Fort McHenry, jotted down the beginnings of a poem that would be set to music and
become the U.S. national anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner."

In his compelling narrative style, Peter Snow recounts the fast-changing fortunes of that summer's
extraordinary confrontations. Drawing from a wealth of material, including eyewitness accounts, Snow
describes the colorful personalities on both sides of those spectacular events: including the beleaguered
President James Madison and First Lady Dolley, American heroes such as Joshua Barney and Sam Smith,
and flawed military leaders like Army Chief William Winder and War Secretary John Armstrong. On the
British side, Snow re-creates the fiery Admiral George Cockburn, the cautious but immensely popular Major
General Robert Ross, and sharp-eyed diarists James Scott and George Gleig.

When Britain Burned the White House highlights this unparalleled moment in British and American history,
the courageous, successful defense of Fort McHenry and the American triumph that would follow, and
America's and Britain's decision to never again fight each other.
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From reader reviews:

Staci Eager:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled When Britain Burned the White
House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

George Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this When Britain Burned the White House:
The 1814 Invasion of Washington e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt When Britain
Burned the White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington as good book not merely by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Phipps:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This When Britain Burned the White House: The 1814 Invasion of
Washington can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have When Britain Burned the White House: The
1814 Invasion of Washington.

Karen Ofarrell:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book When Britain Burned the White House:
The 1814 Invasion of Washington to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the publication When Britain Burned the White House: The 1814
Invasion of Washington can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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