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The essay, as a notably hard form of writing to pin down, has inspired some unflattering descriptions: It is a
“greased pig,” for example, or a “pair of baggy pants into which nearly anything and everything can fit.” In
Tracing the Essay, G. Douglas Atkins embraces the very qualities that have moved others to accord the essay
second-class citizenship in the world of letters.

Drawing from the work of Montaigne and Bacon and recent practitioners such as E. B. White and Cynthia
Ozick, Atkins shows what the essay means--and how it comes to mean. The essay, related to assaying
(attempting), mines experience for meaning, which it then carefully weighs. It is a via media creature, says
Atkins, born of and embracing tension. It exists in places between experience and meaning, literature and
philosophy, self and other, process and product, form and formlessness. Moreover, as a literary form the
essay is inseparable from a way of life requiring wisdom, modesty, and honesty. “The essay was,
historically,” notes Atkins, “the first form to take the experience of the individual and make it the stuff of
literature.”

Atkins also considers the essay’s basis in Renaissance (and Reformation) thinking and its participation in
voyages of exploration and discovery of that age. Its concern is “home-cosmography,” to use a term from
seventeenth-century writer William Habington. Responding to influential critiques of the essay’s supposed
self-indulgence, lack of irony, and absence of form, Atkins argues that the essay exhibits a certain
“sneakiness” as it proceeds in, through, and by means of the small and the mundane toward the spiritual and
the revelatory.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Romero:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Tracing the Essay: Through Experience to Truth
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The e-book Tracing the Essay: Through Experience to Truth is not only giving
you more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Tracing the Essay: Through
Experience to Truth. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Judy Williams:

The knowledge that you get from Tracing the Essay: Through Experience to Truth is the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Tracing the Essay: Through Experience to Truth giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Tracing the Essay: Through Experience
to Truth instantly.

Virginia Doak:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Tracing the Essay: Through Experience to Truth why because
the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Wanda Hardin:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Tracing the Essay: Through
Experience to Truth is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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