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Written by a leading authority on Roman military history, this fascinating volume spans over a thousand
years as it offers a memorable picture of one of the world's most noted fighting forces, paying special
attention to the life of the common soldier.
Southern here illuminates the Roman army's history, culture, and organization, providing fascinating details
on topics such as military music, holidays, strategy, the construction of Roman fortresses and forts, the most
common battle formations, and the many tools of war, from spears, bows and arrows, swords, and slingshots,
to the large catapulta (which fired giant arrows and bolts) and the ballista (which hurled huge stones).
Perhaps most interesting are the details Southern provides about everyday life in the Roman army,
everything from the soldiers pay (they were paid three times per year, but money was deducted for such
items as food, clothing, weapons, the burial club, the pension scheme, and so on) to their often brutal life--if
whole units turned and ran, about one-tenth of the men concerned were chosen by lot and clubbed to death
and the rest were put on barley rations instead of wheat. Moreover, soldiers who lost weapons or their shields
would fight savagely to get them back or would die in the process, rather than suffer the shame that attached
to throwing weapons away or running from the battle.
Attractively illustrated, this book offers a fascinating look at the life of the Roman soldier, drawing on
everything from Rome's rich historical and archaeological record to soldier's personal correspondence to
depictions of military subjects in literature and art.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Roman Army: A Social and Institutional History book is readable simply by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The
Roman Army: A Social and Institutional History content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do
you even now thinking The Roman Army: A Social and Institutional History is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Anna Yates:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Roman Army: A Social and
Institutional History as the daily resource information.

Jean Proffitt:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Roman Army: A Social and Institutional History.

Tara Winston:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Roman Army: A Social
and Institutional History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Roman Army: A Social and Institutional History



become your current starter.
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