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Now in paperback, the acclaimed biography of the magician's magician, Howard Thurston.

“There is no greater expert on the history of stage magicians than Jim Steinmeyer. His deep knowledge of
the subject, combined with a remarkable mastery of magical know-how, makes this book a smart, fantastic
read. I can't recommend it enough!”

—Neil Patrick Harris

 “Steinmeyer produces an engaging full-length biography of the man Orson Welles called ‘the
master’…Steinmeyer recovers, from the shadows of his greatest rival, a figure whose grandiose productions
were an American institution for almost 30 years.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Magician and author Jim Steinmeyer rescues a forgotten American icon from Houdini’s shadow.”
—AARP: The Magazine

“Thurston may have been forgotten, but The Last Greatest Magician In The World ably resurrects his
legend and his awe-inspiring magic.”
—The Onion A.V. Club

"An erudite, challenging text full of difficult questions"
—Kirkus Reviews

Here is the seminal biography of the magician's magician, Howard Thurston, a man who surpassed Houdini
in the eyes of showmen and fans and set the standard fro how stage magic is performed today.

Everyone knows Houdini-but who was Thurston? In this rich, vivid biography of the "greatest magician in
the world," celebrated historian of stage magic Jim Steinmeyer captures the career and controversies of the
wonder-worker extraordinaire, Howard Thurston.

The public's fickleness over magicians has left Thurston all but forgotten today. Yet Steinmeyer shows how
his story is one of the most remarkable in show business. During his life, from 1869 to 1936, Thurston
successfully navigated the most dramatic changes in entertainment-from street performances to sideshows to
wagon tours through America's still-Wild West to stage magic amid the glitter of grand theaters. Thurston
became one of America's most renowned vaudeville stars, boldly performing an act with just a handful of



playing cards, and then had the foresight to leave vaudeville, expanding his show into an extravaganza with
more than forty tons of apparatus and costumes. His touring production was an American institution for
nearly thirty years, and Thurston earned a brand name equal to Ziegfeld or Ringling Brothers.

Steinmeyer explores the stage and psychological rivalry between Thurston and Houdini during the first
decades of the twentieth century-a contest that Thurston won. He won with a bigger show, a more successful
reputation, and the title of America's greatest magician. In The Last Greatest Magician in the World,
Thurston's magic show is revealed as the one that animates our collective memories.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Waldrop:

Here thing why this kind of The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini &
the Battles of the American Wizards are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American
Wizards giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no e-book that similar with The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini &
the Battles of the American Wizards. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Last Greatest Magician in the World:
Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards in e-book can be your alternative.

Roger Sowa:

This book untitled The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles
of the American Wizards to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Scott Burnett:

The book untitled The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles
of the American Wizards contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

David Myers:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Last Greatest Magician in
the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards which is having the e-



book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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