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The Great Divergence brings new insight to one of the classic questions of history: Why did sustained
industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe, despite surprising similarities between advanced areas of
Europe and East Asia? As Ken Pomeranz shows, as recently as 1750, parallels between these two parts of the
world were very high in life expectancy, consumption, product and factor markets, and the strategies of
households. Perhaps most surprisingly, Pomeranz demonstrates that the Chinese and Japanese cores were no
worse off ecologically than Western Europe. Core areas throughout the eighteenth-century Old World faced
comparable local shortages of land-intensive products, shortages that were only partly resolved by trade.

Pomeranz argues that Europe's nineteenth-century divergence from the Old World owes much to the
fortunate location of coal, which substituted for timber. This made Europe's failure to use its land intensively
much less of a problem, while allowing growth in energy-intensive industries. Another crucial difference that
he notes has to do with trade. Fortuitous global conjunctures made the Americas a greater source of needed
primary products for Europe than any Asian periphery. This allowed Northwest Europe to grow dramatically
in population, specialize further in manufactures, and remove labor from the land, using increased imports
rather than maximizing yields. Together, coal and the New World allowed Europe to grow along resource-
intensive, labor-saving paths.

Meanwhile, Asia hit a cul-de-sac. Although the East Asian hinterlands boomed after 1750, both in
population and in manufacturing, this growth prevented these peripheral regions from exporting vital
resources to the cloth-producing Yangzi Delta. As a result, growth in the core of East Asia's economy
essentially stopped, and what growth did exist was forced along labor-intensive, resource-saving paths--paths
Europe could have been forced down, too, had it not been for favorable resource stocks from underground
and overseas.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Brasfield:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Great Divergence: China,
Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. to read.

Deborah Rost:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and
the Making of the Modern World Economy. book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christopher Gobert:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the
Making of the Modern World Economy. giving you another experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Irene Navarro:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern
World Economy. when you essential it?
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