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Unearthing the fearful flesh and sinful skins at the heart of gothic horror, Jack Morgan rends the genre’s
biological core from its oft-discussed psychological elements and argues for a more transhistorical
conception of the gothic, one negatively related to comedy. The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and
Film dissects popular examples from the gothic literary and cinematic canon, exposing the inverted comic
paradigm within each text.

            

Morgan’s study begins with an extensive treatment of comedy as theoretically conceived by Suzanne Langer,
C. L. Barber, and Mikhail Bakhtin. Then, Morgan analyzes the physical and mythological nature of horror in
inverted comic terms, identifying a biologically grounded mythos of horror. Motifs such as sinister loci,
languishment, masquerade, and subversion of sensual perception are contextualized here as embedded in an
organic reality, resonating with biological motives and consequences. Morgan also devotes a chapter to the
migration of the gothic tradition into American horror, emphasizing the body as horror’s essential place in
American gothic.

 

The bulk of Morgan’s study is applied to popular gothic literature and films ranging from high gothic
classics like Matthew Lewis’s The Monk, Ann Radcliffe’s The Mysteries of Udolpho, Charles Maturin’s
Melmoth the Wanderer, and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, to later literary works such as Poe’s macabre
tales, Melville’s “Benito Cereno,” J.S. Le Fanu’s Uncle Silas, H.P. Lovecraft’s “The Shadow over
Innsmouth,” Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting of Hillhouse, Stephen King’s Salem’s Lot, and Clive Barker’s
The Damnation Game. Considered films include Nosferatu, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Friday the 13th,
Halloween, Night of the Living Dead, Angel Heart, The Stand, and The Shining.

           

Morgan concludes his physical examination of the Gothic reality with a consideration born of Julia
Kristeva’s theoretical rubric which addresses horror’s existential and cultural significance, its lasting
fascination, and its uncanny positive—and often therapeutic—direction in literature and film.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film.

Katherine Humphrey:

The book The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Ruth Davis:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually The Biology of Horror: Gothic Literature and Film.

Kim Free:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Biology of Horror: Gothic
Literature and Film e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Biology of Horror:
Gothic Literature and Film as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that
can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.
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