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"It wasn't a team.  It was a tent revival."

So says Pat Summitt, the legendary coach whose Tennessee Lady Vols entered the 1997-98 season aiming
for an almost unprecedented "three-peat" of NCAA championships.  Raise the Roof takes you right inside the
locker room of her amazing team, whose inspired mixture of gifted freshmen and seasoned stars produced a
standard of play that would change the game of women's basketball forever.

The 1997-98 season started innocently enough.  One Saturday in August, four young freshmen--Semeka
Randall, Tamika Catchings, Ace Clement and Teresa Geter--arrived on the Tennessee campus to begin their
college careers.  Welcoming them were a number of players from the previous year, including Chamique
Holdsclaw and Kellie Jolly.  But that night, in a sign of things to come, a simple pickup game turned into an
amazing display of basketball brilliance--freshmen against established players, and with barely a shot missed
by either side.  Suddenly Pat Summitt glimpsed the future: fast, aggressive and hugely talented.  This might
be the team she'd worked her whole career to coach.

As the season got under way, other dramas unfolded.  After one emotional team meeting, Summitt realized
that many on the team were playing for something more than just the glory of the game: all four freshmen,
for example, came from single-parent homes, and the tough circumstances of the majority of the other
players seemed to add an extra edge to their desire to win it all.  Further, Chamique Holdsclaw, widely
regarded as the greatest female player ever, was being dogged by questions about turning pro--and she
seemed reluctant to rule it out.  Meanwhile, another member of the team began to notice the unwelcome
attentions of a fan, who soon turned out to be a full-fledged stalker.

All this was behind the scenes; out on the court, the win column was swelling with every game: 8-0, 15-0,
21-0.  As 1997 turned into 1998, Pat Summitt began privately to admit that this team had changed her: these
kids were so lovable, funny and eager to please that she simply had to let them into her heart.  Along the
way, the Lady Vols were redefining what women were capable of, trading in old definitions of femininity for
new ones--in short, they were keeping score.  And by the time they entered the NCAA Final Four
tournament in Kansas City, Summitt found herself believing the impossible: despite all the distractions, the
1997-98 Lady Vols could go undefeated, and, in doing so, raise the roof off the sport of women's basketball.

Packed with the excitement of a season on the brink of perfection and filled with the comedy and tragedy of
one year in the life of a basketball team, Raise the Roof will have readers cheering from the bench for a team
of all-conquering players and their astonishing coach.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Dickerson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Raise the Roof: The
Inspiring Inside Story of the Tennessee Lady Vols' Historic 1997-1998 Threepeat Season book as nice and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

The particular book Raise the Roof: The Inspiring Inside Story of the Tennessee Lady Vols' Historic 1997-
1998 Threepeat Season will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Raise the Roof: The Inspiring Inside Story of the Tennessee Lady Vols' Historic 1997-1998 Threepeat
Season is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Megan Jordan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Raise the Roof: The Inspiring Inside Story of the Tennessee Lady
Vols' Historic 1997-1998 Threepeat Season it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Tyler Cote:

You can obtain this Raise the Roof: The Inspiring Inside Story of the Tennessee Lady Vols' Historic 1997-
1998 Threepeat Season by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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