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Neither Florida nor Cuba; neither American nor Caribbean

“Key West is an island steeped in lore, from Hemingway to Fantasy Fest, but behind the façade of
Margaritaville lie buried tensions and conflicts in need of examination. Kerstein provides a much-needed
dose of reality in the form of a masterfully researched study of the island’s tourism industry, from the
shadowy power brokers who pull the strings to the underpaid workers who serve the drinks. From seedy bars
to trendy discos, Kerstein has managed to capture the improbable mixture of this strange island, while
offering a cautionary tale of tourism run amok.”—Robert Lee Irby, author of 7,000 Clams

“An exemplary study and a cautionary tale that should be read by everyone interested in the suicidal course
of a society driven by an irrational and self-destructive compulsion to erase differences in the pursuit of the
almighty dollar.”—Brewster Chamberlin, author of Mario Sanchez: Once upon a Life

Key West lies at the southernmost point of the continental Unites States, ninety miles from Cuba, at Mile
Marker 0 on famed U.S. Highway 1. Famous for  six-toed cats in the Hemingway House, Sloppy Joe’s and
Captain Tony’s, Jimmy Buffett songs, body paint parade “costumes,” and a brief secession from the Union
after which the Conch Republic asked for $1 billion in foreign aid, Key West also lies at the metaphorical
edge of our sensibilities.
     How this unlikely city came to be a tourist mecca is the subject of Robert Kerstein’s intrepid new history.
Sited on an island only four miles long and two miles wide, Key West has been fishing village, salvage yard,
U.S. Navy base, cigar factory, hippie haven, gay enclave, cruise ship port-of-call, and more. Duval Street,
which stretches the length of one of the most unusual cities in America, is today lined with brand-name
shops that can be found in any major shopping mall in America.
     Leaving no stone unturned, Kerstein reveals how Key West has changed dramatically over the years
while holding on to the uniqueness that continues to attract tourists and new residents to the island.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Key West on the Edge: Inventing the
Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Carlos White:

This Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) tend to be reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Key West on the Edge:
Inventing the Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch
Republic (Florida History and Culture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Anthony Hanna:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Key West on the Edge: Inventing the
Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch Republic
(Florida History and Culture) become your starter.

Paula Salas:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on



this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch Republic (Florida History and Culture) can make you
feel more interested to read.
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