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The trickster hero is a familiar character in folklore, and Jamaica's national folk hero is Annancy, an animal
trickster noted for his unmitigated greed, treachery, and cruelty. A magic spider with a speech defect,
Annancy is the perfect picaresque rogue: he is sneaky, lazy, dishonest, and totally without remorse--yet his
geniality endears him to friend and foe alike.
Annancy stories are an enduringly popular part of Jamaica’s cultural heritage, where the spider’s knavery
finds expression in dance, theatre, and other creative arts. This delightful, compilation features some of the
best-known, most-loved Annancy stories--faithfully reproduced, exactly as told to author Walter Jekyll by
islanders. In addition to these tales, drawn largely from African sources but occasionally mixed with
European strands and local innovations, the book contains digging sings (work songs used to liven up field
labor), ring tunes (informal dances), and dancing tunes (mainly the Valse, Polka, Schottische, and
Quadrilles).
The author’s notes explain the dialect, and an extensive introduction discusses African folklore and its
connections with Jamaican stories. Brief appendices note African and European musical influences on
Jamaican tunes, and three essays appraise the importance of Annancy stories and the significance of this
collection. The finest source of Annancy stories and other Jamaican folk tales and songs, this volume is an
invaluable resource for anthropologists and a treat for anyone interested in Jamaican cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Downs:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Jamaican Song and Story:
Annancy Stories, Digging Sings, Ring Tunes, and Dancing Tunes book because this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Ariane Swanson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Jamaican Song and Story: Annancy Stories, Digging Sings, Ring
Tunes, and Dancing Tunes can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ronda Hagerty:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book Jamaican Song and Story: Annancy Stories, Digging Sings, Ring Tunes,
and Dancing Tunes it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Theresa Walker:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Jamaican Song and Story: Annancy Stories, Digging Sings, Ring Tunes, and
Dancing Tunes this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of



book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book acceptable all of you.
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