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Many Americans hold fast to the notion that gay men and women, more often than not, have been ostracized
from disapproving families. Not in This Family challenges this myth and shows how kinship ties were an
animating force in gay culture, politics, and consciousness throughout the latter half of the twentieth century.

Historian Heather Murray gives voice to gays and their parents through an extensive use of introspective
writings, particularly personal correspondence and diaries, as well as through published memoirs, fiction,
poetry, song lyrics, movies, and visual and print media. Starting in the late 1940s and 1950s, Not in This
Family covers the entire postwar period, including the gay liberation and lesbian feminist movements of the
1960s and 1970s, the establishment of PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), and
the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s. Ending her story with an examination of contemporary coming-out
rituals, Murray shows how the personal that was once private became political and, finally, public.

In exploring the intimate, reciprocal relationship of gay children and their parents, Not in This Family also
chronicles larger cultural shifts in privacy, discretion and public revelation, and the very purpose of family
relations. Murray shows that private bedrooms and consumer culture, social movements and psychological
fashions, all had a part to play in transforming the modern family.
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From reader reviews:

James McDonald:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Not in This Family: Gays and the
Meaning of Kinship in Postwar North America (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Travis McDonald:

This book untitled Not in This Family: Gays and the Meaning of Kinship in Postwar North America (Politics
and Culture in Modern America) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account
to past this reserve from your list.

Doris Brown:

The book untitled Not in This Family: Gays and the Meaning of Kinship in Postwar North America (Politics
and Culture in Modern America) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Jeanne Newman:

Beside this Not in This Family: Gays and the Meaning of Kinship in Postwar North America (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Not in This Family: Gays and the Meaning
of Kinship in Postwar North America (Politics and Culture in Modern America) because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to
read it from now!
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