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An illuminating study of the intertwined lives of the founders of the American republic--John Adams, Aaron
Burr, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and George Washington.

During the 1790s, which Ellis calls the most decisive decade in our nation's history, the greatest statesmen of
their generation--and perhaps any--came together to define the new republic and direct its course for the
coming centuries. Ellis focuses on six discrete moments that exemplify the most crucial issues facing the
fragile new nation: Burr and Hamilton's deadly duel, and what may have really happened; Hamilton,
Jefferson, and Madison's secret dinner, during which the seat of the permanent capital was determined in
exchange for passage of Hamilton's financial plan; Franklin's petition to end the "peculiar institution" of
slavery--his last public act--and Madison's efforts to quash it; Washington's precedent-setting Farewell
Address, announcing his retirement from public office and offering his country some final advice; Adams's
difficult term as Washington's successor and his alleged scheme to pass the presidency on to his son; and
finally, Adams and Jefferson's renewed correspondence at the end of their lives, in which they compared
their different views of the Revolution and its legacy.

In a lively and engaging narrative, Ellis recounts the sometimes collaborative, sometimes archly antagonistic
interactions between these men, and shows us the private characters behind the public personas: Adams, the
ever-combative iconoclast, whose closest political collaborator was his wife, Abigail; Burr, crafty, smooth,
and one of the most despised public figures of his time; Hamilton, whose audacious manner and deep
economic savvy masked his humble origins; Jefferson, renowned for his eloquence, but so reclusive and
taciturn that he rarely spoke more than a few sentences in public; Madison, small, sickly, and paralyzingly
shy, yet one of the most effective debaters of his generation; and the stiffly formal Washington, the ultimate
realist, larger-than-life, and America's only truly indispensable figure.

Ellis argues that the checks and balances that permitted the infant American republic to endure were not
primarily legal, constitutional, or institutional, but intensely personal, rooted in the dynamic interaction of
leaders with quite different visions and values. Revisiting the old-fashioned idea that character matters,
Founding Brothers informs our understanding of American politics--then and now--and gives us a new
perspective on the unpredictable forces that shape history.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

This Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation without we realize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary
Generation can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation
having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Brenda Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation it is very good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Omar Stewart:

This Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation is great book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Scott Rochelle:

This Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation is completely new way for you who has attention to
look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Founding Brothers:
The Revolutionary Generation can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable



by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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