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How do you convince men to charge across heavily mined beaches into deadly machine-gun fire? Do you
appeal to their bonds with their fellow soldiers, their patriotism, their desire to end tyranny and mass murder?
Certainly—but if you’re the US Army in 1944, you also try another tack: you dangle the lure of beautiful
French women, waiting just on the other side of the wire, ready to reward their liberators in oh so many
ways.

That’s not the picture of the Greatest Generation that we’ve been given, but it’s the one Mary Louise Roberts
paints to devastating effect in What Soldiers Do. Drawing on an incredible range of sources, including news
reports, propaganda and training materials, official planning documents, wartime diaries, and memoirs,
Roberts tells the fascinating and troubling story of how the US military command systematically
spread—and then exploited—the myth of French women as sexually experienced and available. The
resulting chaos—ranging from flagrant public sex with prostitutes to outright rape and rampant venereal
disease—horrified the war-weary and demoralized French population. The sexual predation, and the blithe
response of the American military leadership, also caused serious friction between the two nations just as
they were attempting to settle questions of long-term control over the liberated territories and the restoration
of French sovereignty. 

While never denying the achievement of D-Day, or the bravery of the soldiers who took part, What Soldiers
Do reminds us that history is always more useful—and more interesting—when it is most honest, and when
it goes beyond the burnished beauty of nostalgia to grapple with the real lives and real mistakes of the people
who lived it.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed What
Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI in World War II France? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Kathleen Allen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this What
Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI in World War II France, you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Martina White:

This What Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI in World War II France is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this What
Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI in World War II France can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Scott Tucker:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list will be What Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI in
World War II France. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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