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Jean-Jacques Rousseau's ideas about society, culture and government are pivotal in the history of political
thought. His works are as controversial as they are relevant today. This volume brings together three of
Rousseau's most important political writings - "The Social Contract" and "The First Discourse (Discourse on
the Sciences and Arts)" and "The Second Discourse (Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality)" - and presents essays by major scholars that shed light on the dimensions and implications of
these texts. Susan Dunn's introductory essay underlines the unity of Rousseau's political thought and explains
why his ideas influenced Jacobin revolutionaries in France but repelled American revolutionaries across the
ocean. Gita May's essay discusses Rousseau as cultural critic. Robert Bellah explores Rousseau's attempt to
resolve the tension between the individual's desire for freedom and the obligations that society imposes.
David Bromwich analyzes Rousseau as a psychologist of the human self. And Conor Cruise O'Brien takes on
the "noxious", "deranged" Rousseau, excoriated by Edmund Burke but admired by Robespierre and Thomas
Jefferson. Written from different, even opposing perspectives, these essays should convey a sense of the vital
and contentious debate surrounding Rousseau and his legacy. For this edition Susan Dunn has provided a
new translation of the "Discourse on the Sciences and Arts" and has revised a previously published
translation of "The Social Contract".
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

The book The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Social Contract and The First and Second
Discourses. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Virginia Boone:

Often the book The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Social Contract and The First and
Second Discourses is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Brian Alexander:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get previous to. The The Social Contract and The First and Second Discourses giving you one
more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Deanna Nance:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Social Contract and The
First and Second Discourses which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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