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Among all the worlds’ democracies, the American system of government is perhaps the most self-conscious
about preventing majority tyranny. The American constitutional system is predicated on an inherent
ideational and institutional tension dating back to the foundation of the nation in the eighteenth century,
which constrains innovative policy development. Namely, the framers designed a system that simultaneously
seeks to protect the rights of the minority out of power and provide for majority rule. These opposing goals
are based on the idea that limiting governmental power will guarantee individual liberty.

The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives asks how this foundational tension might
limit the range of options available to American policy makers. What does the resistance to change in
Washington teach us about the American system of checks and balances? Why is it so difficult (though not
impossible) to make sweeping policy changes in the United States? How could things be different? What
would be the implications for policy formation if the United States adopted a British-style parliamentary
system?

To examine these questions, this book gives an example of when comprehensive change failed (the 1994
Contract with America) and when it succeeded (the 2010 Affordable Care Act). A comparison of the two
cases sheds light on how and why Obama’s health care was shepherded to law under Nancy Pelosi, while
Newt Gingrich was less successful with the Contract with America. The contrast between the two cases
highlights the balance between majority rule and minority rights, and how the foundational tension
constrains public-policy formation. While 2010 illustrates an exception to the rule about comprehensive
policy change in the United States, the 1994 is an apt example of how our system of checks and balances
usually works to stymie expansive, far-reaching legislative initiatives.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Canada:

The book The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives to become your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book The Path of American
Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Shipp:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives as your daily
resource information.

Sandra Bryson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually The Path of American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives.

Barbara McGowan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Path of
American Public Policy: Comparative Perspectives which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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