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"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is a short story by Washington Irving contained in his collection The Sketch
Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent., written while he was living in Birmingham, England, and first published in
1820. With Irving's companion piece "Rip Van Winkle", "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is among the
earliest examples of American fiction still read today. PLOT The story is set circa 1790 in the Dutch
settlement of Tarry Town (based on Tarrytown, New York), in a secluded glen called Sleepy Hollow. It tells
the story of Ichabod Crane, a lean, lanky, and extremely superstitious schoolmaster from Connecticut, who
competes with Abraham "Brom Bones" Van Brunt, the town rowdy, for the hand of 18-year-old Katrina Van
Tassel, the daughter and sole child of a wealthy farmer, Baltus Van Tassel. As Crane leaves a party he
attended at the Van Tassel home on an autumn night, he is pursued by the Headless Horseman, who is
supposedly the ghost of a Hessian trooper who had his head shot off by a stray cannonball during "some
nameless battle" of the American Revolutionary War, and who "rides forth to the scene of battle in nightly
quest of his head". Ichabod mysteriously disappears from town, leaving Katrina to marry Brom Bones, who
was "to look exceedingly knowing whenever the story of Ichabod was related". Although the nature of the
Headless Horseman is left open to interpretation, the story implies that the Horseman was really Brom Bones
in disguise. BACKGROUND The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving: hard bound book with a
flowered silk cover and gold foil lettering, printed circa 1907. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow was based on a
German folktale, set in the Dutch culture of Post-Revolutionary War in New York State. The original
folktale was recorded by Karl Musäus. An excerpt of Musäus: The headless horseman was often seen here.
An old man who did not believe in ghosts told of meeting the headless horseman coming from his trip into
the Hollow. The horseman made him climb up behind. They rode over bushes, hills, and swamps. When they
reached the bridge, the horseman suddenly turned into a skeleton. He threw the old man into the brook and
sprang away over the treetops with a clap of thunder. The dénouement of the fictional tale is set at the bridge
over the Pocantico River in the area of the Old Dutch Church and Burying Ground in Sleepy Hollow. The
characters of Ichabod Crane and Katrina Van Tassel may have been based on local residents known to the
author. The character of Katrina is thought to have been based upon Eleanor Van Tassel Brush, in which
case her name is derived from that of Eleanor's aunt Catriena Ecker Van Tessel. Irving, while he was an
aide-de-camp to New York Gov. Daniel D. Tompkins, met an army captain named Ichabod Crane in Sackets
Harbor, New York during an inspection tour of fortifications in 1814. He may have borrowed the name from
the captain and patterned the character in "The Legend" after Jesse Merwin, who taught at the local
schoolhouse in Kinderhook, further north along the Hudson River, where Irving spent several months in
1809. The story was the longest one published as part of The Sketch Book, which Irving issued using the
pseudonym "Geoffrey Crayon" in 1820. "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" follows a tradition of folk tales and
poems involving a supernatural wild chase, including Robert Burns's Tam O' Shanter (1790), and Bürger's
Der wilde Jäger, translated as The Wild Huntsman (1796). (from the Wikipedia article The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow , licensed under CC-BY-SA.)
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Kevin Loesch:

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Legend of Sleepy Hollow but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Joseph Langley:

This The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Legend of Sleepy Hollow can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better
life as well as knowledge.

Ian Sharpless:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow as well as others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Legend of Sleepy Hollow to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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