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The main aim of this book is to argue that the use of private force by states has been restricted by a norm
against mercenary use. The book traces the evolution of this norm, from mercenaries in medieval Europe
through to private security companies in modern day Iraq, telling a story about how the mercenaries of
yesterday have evolved into those of today in the process.

The norm against mercenaries has two components. First, mercenaries are considered to be immoral because
they use force outside legitimate, authoritative control. Second, mercenaries are considered to be morally
problematic because they fight wars for selfish, financial reasons as opposed to fighting for some kind of
larger conception of the common good.

The book examines four puzzles about mercenary use, and argues that they can only be explained by
understanding the norm against mercenaries. First, the book argues that moral disapproval of mercenaries led
to the disappearance of independent mercenaries from medieval Europe. Second, the transition from armies
composed of mercenaries to citizen armies in the nineteenth century can only be understood with attention to
the norm against mercenaries. Third, it is impossible to understand why international law regarding
mercenaries, created in the 1970s and 1980s, is so ineffective without understanding the norm. Finally, the
disappearance of companies like Executive Outcomes and Sandline and the development of today's private
security industry cannot be understood without the norm.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hartung:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International
Relations as the daily resource information.

Annamarie Hernandez:

This Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations in your hand like having
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Megan Kelly:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations this guide consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Lucille Yang:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in
International Relations as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even



students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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