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These days, we take for granted that our computer screens—and even our phones—will show us images in
vibrant full color. Digital color is a fundamental part of how we use our devices, but we never give a thought
to how it is produced or how it came about.
           
Chromatic Algorithms reveals the fascinating history behind digital color, tracing it from the work of a few
brilliant computer scientists and experimentally minded artists in the late 1960s and early ‘70s through to its
appearance in commercial software in the early 1990s. Mixing philosophy of technology, aesthetics, and
media analysis, Carolyn Kane shows how revolutionary the earliest computer-generated colors were—built
with the massive postwar number-crunching machines, these first examples of “computer art” were so
fantastic that artists and computer scientists regarded them as psychedelic, even revolutionary, harbingers of
a better future for humans and machines. But, Kane shows, the explosive growth of personal computing and
its accompanying need for off-the-shelf software led to standardization and the gradual closing of the
experimental field in which computer artists had thrived.
           
Even so, the gap between the bright, bold presence of color onscreen and the increasing abstraction of its
underlying code continues to lure artists and designers from a wide range of fields, and Kane draws on their
work to pose fascinating questions about the relationships among art, code, science, and media in the twenty-
first century.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

The book Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art,
and Aesthetics after Code has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Flynn:

Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Robert Harriman:

Beside this specific Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and
Aesthetics after Code because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Carolyn Brown:

This Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code is brand-new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Chromatic Algorithms: Synthetic Color, Computer Art, and Aesthetics after Code
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in



the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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