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As its title implies, this book has a deceptively simple mission: to prepare would-be school leaders to draw
upon a variety of theoretical perspectives when thinking about schools and schooling. It shows how theories
can function as cognitive tools to be mastered, carefully stored in one's intellectual toolbox and used to
interpret and resolve real world problems. Beneath this goal lies the belief that the most effective leaders are
those who are able to construct their own well-grounded interpretations of events and their own responses to
those events. Key features of this exciting new text include the following.
 
Focus on Alternative Theories - The functionalist theoretical views that have dominated administrator
preparation programs for the last half-century are reviewed early in the book and are shown to be inadequate
to the task of understanding and coping with the complex realities of modern day schooling. The remainder
of the book presents alternative views of schooling that, taken together, can be thought of as a theoretical
repertoire from which to construct interpretations and solutions to everyday, real-world problems.  
Focus on Diversity - Diversity is examined from a variety of viewpoints. Chapter 6 looks at the cultural
bases of leadership, Chapter 7 at comparative and international contexts, and Chapter 8 at gender and sexual
orientation.  
Illustrative Cases - Each chapter contains a case with an embedded dilemma similar to those that real-world
administrators confront. While illustrating the particular theoretical view presented in the chapter, these cases
are sufficiently complex that they lend themselves to interpretation by any of the other theories considered in
the book.
 
This book is appropriate for graduate-level courses with titles such as Organizational Theory, Theory of
School Leadership, or Introduction to Educational Administration. It might also be used as one of several
texts in advanced courses on leadership theory.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Thinking About
Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Thinking About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practiceis a
single of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Michael Rodiguez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Thinking About Schools: New
Theories and Innovative Practice publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Thinking About
Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Catherine Gates:

The book untitled Thinking About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice examine.

Carole Arehart:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Thinking About Schools: New Theories and
Innovative Practice was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Thinking
About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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