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Wish-fulfilment as a singular means of satisfying ineluctable desire is a pivotal concept in classical
psychoanalysis. Freud argued that it was the thread that united dreams, daydreams, phantasy, omnipotent
thinking, neurotic and some psychotic symptoms such as hallucinations and delusions, art, myth, and
religious illusions. The concept's theoretical exploration has been largely neglected within psychoanalysis
since, but contemporary philosophers have recognised it as providing an explanatory model for much of the
kind of irrational behaviour so problematic for psychiatry, social psychology and the philosophy of mind.

Although critically neglected in contemporary psychological and psychoanalytic thought, the concept
remains clinically fundamental, under different labels: it encompasses the processes of omnipotent phantasy,
symbolic or substitutive satisfaction, actualisation in transference and acting out, symptom formation and
defenses such as projective identification. Wish-fulfilment can be shown to be a specifically psychoanalytic
compartment of a common-sense psychological theory of action that illuminates not just clinical material but
also the paradoxes of irrationality – such as weakness of will and self-deception – that preoccupy
philosophers.

The first half of this book develops a comprehensive and novel theory of wish-fulfilment, explores its radical
implications for the structure of mind, and locates it against the backdrop of both contemporary
psychoanalytic and philosophical thought. In the second half, the book applies the theory to illuminate
important features of self-deception and delusion, religion, insanity defences, creative writing and the
exclusion of mind and intention in the biological drift of modern psychiatry.

The book will be essential to philosophers of mind, psychoanalysts, psychiatrists, psychologists, social
theorists, and students in these disciplines; as well as readers interested in understanding how the mind works
in mental illness, self-deception, religion, and creative writing.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Bair:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Wish-fulfilment in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis: The tyranny of desire
(Psychoanalytic Explorations).

Mike Costello:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Wish-fulfilment in Philosophy and
Psychoanalysis: The tyranny of desire (Psychoanalytic Explorations) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ashley Wright:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Wish-fulfilment
in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis: The tyranny of desire (Psychoanalytic Explorations).

Evelyn Wiley:

Wish-fulfilment in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis: The tyranny of desire (Psychoanalytic Explorations) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Wish-fulfilment in Philosophy and Psychoanalysis: The tyranny of desire
(Psychoanalytic Explorations) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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