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For a century and a half, the artists and intellectuals of Europe have scorned the bourgeoisie. And for a
millennium and a half, the philosophers and theologians of Europe have scorned the marketplace. The
bourgeois life, capitalism, Mencken’s “booboisie” and David Brooks’s “bobos”—all have been, and still are,
framed as being responsible for everything from financial to moral poverty, world wars, and spiritual
desuetude. Countering these centuries of assumptions and unexamined thinking is Deirdre McCloskey’s The
Bourgeois Virtues, a magnum opus that offers a radical view: capitalism is good for us.

McCloskey’s sweeping, charming, and even humorous survey of ethical thought and economic
realities—from Plato to Barbara Ehrenreich—overturns every assumption we have about being bourgeois.
Can you be virtuous and bourgeois? Do markets improve ethics? Has capitalism made us better as well as
richer? Yes, yes, and yes, argues McCloskey, who takes on centuries of capitalism’s critics with her
erudition and sheer scope of knowledge. Applying a new tradition of “virtue ethics” to our lives in modern
economies, she affirms American capitalism without ignoring its faults and celebrates the bourgeois lives we
actually live, without supposing that they must be lives without ethical foundations.

High Noon, Kant, Bill Murray, the modern novel, van Gogh, and of course economics and the economy all
come into play in a book that can only be described as a monumental project and a life’s work. The
Bourgeois Virtues is nothing less than a dazzling reinterpretation of Western intellectual history, a dead-
serious reply to the critics of capitalism—and a surprising page-turner.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Bourgeois Virtues:
Ethics for an Age of Commerce? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Daniel Miller:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Bourgeois Virtues:
Ethics for an Age of Commerce which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Patricia Rhee:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That The Bourgeois Virtues: Ethics for an Age of Commerce can
give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Bourgeois
Virtues: Ethics for an Age of Commerce.

Anna Vinci:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The
Bourgeois Virtues: Ethics for an Age of Commerce.
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