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Throughout World War II, audiences in the United Kingdom craved entertainment, even during the country’s
darkest days. During this period, actor-manager Donald Wolfit and his theatre troupe toured Great Britain
and Europe—often at great risk. After the war, Wolfit broadened his tour, bringing his brand of
Shakespearean theatre to North American audiences. Wolfit believed that theatre should be accessible to
everyone, regardless of their socioeconomic origins. It was this quality above all that accounted for his huge
popularity throughout the fifteen years of his operation.

In Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit’s Shakespearean Productions 1937–1953, Laurence Raw looks at
this tenacious personality whose determination to serve the nation by performing Shakespeare inspired
audiences and fellow actors.  Drawing on a series of hitherto unpublished materials—including letters and
interviews—this part biography and part social history creates a vivid picture of what life was like for the
touring actor during WWII and beyond. Recreating twelve of Wolfit’s touring dates throughout Great Britain
and North America, this volume also demonstrates theatre’s importance as a source of mass entertainment
and education, as well as a propaganda tool.

Despite Wolfit’s popular appeal at the time, he was doomed to remain on the periphery of the theatrical
establishment. This book contends that Wolfit deserves to be recognized for his efforts in maintaining public
morale during times of stress. Theatre of the People will appeal not only to those interested in drama but also
to students and scholars of history and popular entertainment in the 1940s and 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

The book Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 to become your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

David Hyman:

Here thing why this kind of Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean
Productions 1937-1953. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean
Productions 1937-1953 in e-book can be your alternate.

Stacey Sims:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean
Productions 1937-1953 can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Christopher Gobert:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953



when you desired it?
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