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In her book "Sarah Orne Jewett: Reconstructing Gender", Margaret Roman argues that one theme colours
almost every short story and novel by the turn-of-the-century American author: each person, regardless of
sex, must break free of the restrictive, polar-opposite norms of behaviour traditionally assigned to men and
women by a patriarchal society. The society, as seen from Jewett's perspective during the late Victorian era,
was one in which a competitive, active man dominates a passive, emotional woman. Frequently referring to
Jewett's own New England upbringing at the hands of an unusually progressive father, Roman demonstrates
how the writer, through her personal quest for freedom and through the various characters she created, strove
to eliminate the necessity for rigid and narrowly defined male-female roles and relationships. With the
details of Jewett's free-spirited life, Roman's book represents a solid work of literary scholarship, which
traces a gender-dissolving theme throughout Jewett's writing. Whereas previous critics have focused
primarily on her best-known works, including "A White Heron", "Deephaven", "A Country Doctor", and
"The Country of the Pointed Firs", Roman encompasses within her own discussion virtually all of the stories
found in the 19 volumes Jewett published during her lifetime. And although much recent criticism has
centred around Jewett's strong female characters, Roman is the first to explore in depth Jewett's male
characers and married couples. The book progresses through distinct phases that roughly correspond to
Jewett's psychological development as a writer. In general, the characters in her early works exhibit one of
two modes of behaviour. Youngsters, free as Jewett was to explore the natural world of woods and field,
glimpse the possibility of escape from the confining standards that society has set, through some experience
turbulent and confusing adolescences where those norms have become more pressing, more demanding. At
the opposite extreme among these early characters are those who have mindlessly accepted the roles in
which they have been trapped since youth - greedy, selfish men, dutiful women who tend emotionally empty
houses, young couples unable to communicate either between themselves or with others - in short, characters
who are too alienated within their roles to function as whole human beings. On the other hand, Jewett
approaches the men and women of her later works with a higher degree of optimism, in that each person is
free to live according to the dictates of her or her inherent personality - each character is able to measure life
from within rather than from without. This group includes the self-confident men who are not reluctant to
present a nurturing side, and the warm, giving women who are unafraid of displaying a decided inner
strength. As Roman summarizes, "In her writings, Jewett attempts to shift society's focus from a grasping
power over people to the personal development of each member of society". Ahead of her time in many
ways, Sarah Orne Jewett confronted the Victorian polarized gender system, presaging the modern view that
men and women should be encouraged to develop along whatever paths are most comfortable and most
natural for them.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Bullard:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Sarah Orne Jewett: Reconstructing Gender (Penn
Studies in Contemporary American) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jodi Harper:

This Sarah Orne Jewett: Reconstructing Gender (Penn Studies in Contemporary American) is new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Sarah Orne
Jewett: Reconstructing Gender (Penn Studies in Contemporary American) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Frances Sitz:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Sarah Orne Jewett: Reconstructing Gender (Penn Studies in Contemporary
American) can make you sense more interested to read.

Barry Altman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
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