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In a revisionist account of the history of Islamic political thought from the early to the late medieval period,
this book focuses on the thought of Ibn Taymiyya, one of the most brilliant theologians of his day. The
standard accounts of Sunni political history typically end with the classical period and thereby leave out Ibn
Taymiyya's contribution. This original study demonstrates how his influence shed new light on the entire
trajectory of Islamic political thought. Although he did not reject the Caliphate ideal, as is commonly
believed, he nevertheless radically redefined it by turning it into a rational political institution intended to
serve the community (umma). Through creative reinterpretation, he deployed the Qur'anic concept of fitra
(divinely endowed human nature) to center the community of believers and its common-sense reading of
revelation as the highest epistemic authority. In this way, he subverted the elitism that had become
ensconced in classical theological, legal, and spiritual doctrines, and tried to revive the ethico-political, rather
than strictly legal, dimension of Islam. In its reassessment of Ibn Taymiyya's work, this book marks a major
departure from traditional interpretations of medieval Islamic thought.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Politics, Law, and Community in Islamic Thought: The
Taymiyyan Moment (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization). Try to make the book Politics, Law, and
Community in Islamic Thought: The Taymiyyan Moment (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

David Russell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this Politics, Law, and Community in Islamic Thought: The Taymiyyan Moment (Cambridge Studies in
Islamic Civilization).

Duane Coley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Politics, Law, and Community in Islamic Thought: The Taymiyyan
Moment (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kenneth Cunningham:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Politics, Law, and Community in Islamic Thought: The Taymiyyan Moment
(Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add



your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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