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When health officials in San Francisco discovered bubonic plague in their city’s Chinatown in 1900, they
responded with intrusive, controlling, and arbitrary measures that touched off a sociocultural conflict still
relevant today. Guenter B. Risse’s history of an epidemic is the first to incorporate the voices of those living
in Chinatown at the time, including the desperately ill Wong Chut King, believed to be the first person
infected.

Lasting until 1904, the plague in San Francisco's Chinatown reignited racial prejudices, renewed efforts to
remove the Chinese from their district, and created new tensions among local, state, and federal public health
officials quarreling over the presence of the deadly disease. Risse's rich, nuanced narrative of the event draws
from a variety of sources, including Chinese-language reports and accounts. He addresses the ecology of
Chinatown, the approaches taken by Chinese and Western medical practitioners, and the effects of
quarantine plans on Chinatown and its residents. Risse explains how plague threatened California’s
agricultural economy and San Francisco’s leading commercial role with Asia, discusses why it brought on a
wave of fear mongering that drove perceptions and intervention efforts, and describes how Chinese residents
organized and successfully opposed government quarantines and evacuation plans in federal court.

By probing public health interventions in the setting of one of the most visible ethnic communities in United
States history, Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco’s Chinatown offers insight into the clash of
Eastern and Western cultures in a time of medical emergency.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Howard:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Plague, Fear, and Politics in San
Francisco's Chinatown will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Cheryl Stone:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown content conveys the idea easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as
it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Geraldine Bagley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Plague,
Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

David Baxter:

Often the book Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.
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