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This easily accessible volume, which grew out of a series of lectures presented at the Smithsonian Institution
in 1991, aims to provide a coherent introduction to Byzantine culture with a focus on the interconnected
realms of art and religion. The eight participants have revised their lectures into chapters on Byzantine
history, theology, icons and icon theory, church architecture, monumental painting, silver church furnishings,
illustrated liturgical books, and pilgrimage. In addition to presenting current research on this range of topics,
the chapters each contribute original scholarship from authors who are recognized experts in their respective
fields.

The Introduction, by Linda Safran, deals with views and definitions of Byzantium over the course of its long
history and considers why that civilization deserves our attention today. It underscores the essential unifying
role of the Orthodox religion in a vast and fluid empire and clarifies how the experiential aspects of that
religion—churches, liturgy, church arts and imagery, religious travel—open a window into Byzantine
culture. Throughout the book, the past is made vivid by considering what Byzantine believers heard and said
and did, as well as what they saw.

The book's chapters are cross-referenced and are complemented both by endnotes that cite primary and
secondary sources and by "Suggestions for Further Reading" that include English and foreign-language
references. There is no comparable art history text that combines this high-caliber range of current
scholarship with more than 250 illustrations, including 16 pages of color plates, to introduce Byzantine
culture to a broad readership.

Contributors are Joseph Alchermes, Susan A. Boyd, Anna Kartsonis, Henry Maguire, Robert Ousterhout,
Eric D. Perl, Nancy Patterson Šev?enko, and Gary Vikan.
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From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Heaven on Earth: Art and the
Church in Byzantium book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Mia Shaw:

The reserve with title Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium has lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Cleora Yarbro:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church
in Byzantium to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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