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As the commercialization of American higher education accelerates, more and more students are coming to
college with the narrow aim of obtaining a preprofessional credential. The traditional four-year college
experience--an exploratory time for students to discover their passions and test ideas and values with the help
of teachers and peers--is in danger of becoming a thing of the past.

In College, prominent cultural critic Andrew Delbanco offers a trenchant defense of such an education, and
warns that it is becoming a privilege reserved for the relatively rich. In arguing for what a true college
education should be, he demonstrates why making it available to as many young people as possible remains
central to America's democratic promise.

In a brisk and vivid historical narrative, Delbanco explains how the idea of college arose in the colonial
period from the Puritan idea of the gathered church, how it struggled to survive in the nineteenth century in
the shadow of the new research universities, and how, in the twentieth century, it slowly opened its doors to
women, minorities, and students from low-income families. He describes the unique strengths of America's
colleges in our era of globalization and, while recognizing the growing centrality of science, technology, and
vocational subjects in the curriculum, he mounts a vigorous defense of a broadly humanistic education for
all. Acknowledging the serious financial, intellectual, and ethical challenges that all colleges face today,
Delbanco considers what is at stake in the urgent effort to protect these venerable institutions for future
generations.

In a new preface, Delbanco addresses recent events that threaten the future of the institution.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be. Try to stumble through book
College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Esther Watson:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication College: What It Was, Is, and Should
Be will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with
you?

Kenneth Hill:

The book untitled College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Mary Tiller:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be can make you feel more interested to read.
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