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David Travis, the Curator of Photography at the Art Institute of Chicago, is among the select few whose
views on the subject are in focus and worth a close look. He has lived, breathed, and contemplated
photographs for the past three decades and is among the small number of critics and writers whose
knowledge of art, technique, and history (not to mention linguistics, mathematics, poetry, and philosophy)
has enabled him to transcend the typical blather that surrounds photographs and get to the emotional,
technical, and esthetic core of genius at work. In these seven essays, revised, rewritten, and expanded from
his lectures, he presents his thoughts on a some of his favorite subjects: Weston, Stieglitz, Kertész, Brassaï,
and Strand. His knowledge is such (often enriched by first-hand acquaintance) that he can, and does, discuss
more than images or personalities; he understands what informs the work, from what milieu it derives, under
what in?uences it matured, how it evolved, and how it succeeded. He is an art historian willing to venture far
beyond the periphery of traditional academic fences; to discuss game theory (quite literally), the mathematics
of G. H. Hardy, the poetry of Rimbaud, Valéry, Rilke, and Goethe, the philosophy of Nietzsche, the
extravagance of Henry Miller.

Not since Szarkowsky s Looking at Photographs has so much singular and informed intelligence been
brought to bear on this most recent of the fine arts. This is not so much a book of art criticism as a journey of
philosophical inquiry. It is a text that completely understands the limitations, and potential glories, of the
form within its wider context, celebrating the march of individual genius that has slowly, but inexorably,
transformed a technical curiosity into an accepted art.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

Here thing why this kind of At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on
Talent and Genius are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. At the Edge of the
Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with At the
Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of At the Edge of the
Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius in e-book can be your option.

Thomas Deleon:

The particular book At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and
Genius will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book At the Edge
of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John Bennett:

At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and Genius can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on Talent and
Genius nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial thinking.

Janice Evans:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. With the book At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and Photographers, on
Talent and Genius we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly



be doubt to change your life at this book At the Edge of the Light: Thoughts on Photography and
Photographers, on Talent and Genius. You can more attractive than now.
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