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In the early 1890s, black performer Bob Cole turned blackface minstrelsy on its head with his nationally
recognized whiteface creation, a character he called Willie Wayside. Just over a century later, hiphop star
Busta Rhymes performed a whiteface supercop in his hit music video "Dangerous." In this sweeping work,
Marvin McAllister explores the enduring tradition of "whiting up," in which African American actors,
comics, musicians, and even everyday people have studied and assumed white racial identities.

Not to be confused with racial "passing" or derogatory notions of "acting white," whiting up is a deliberate
performance strategy designed to challenge America's racial and political hierarchies by transferring
supposed markers of whiteness to black bodies--creating unexpected intercultural alliances even as it sharply
critiques racial stereotypes. Along with conventional theater, McAllister considers a variety of other live
performance modes, including weekly promenading rituals, antebellum cakewalks, solo performance, and
standup comedy. For over three centuries, whiting up as allowed African American artists to appropriate
white cultural production, fashion new black identities through these "white" forms, and advance our
collective ability to locate ourselves in others.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and
Stage Europeans in African American Performance will make you to be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Ernest Pettaway:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels
and Stage Europeans in African American Performance which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.

Mindy Simmons:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage Europeans
in African American Performance can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one
book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Whiting
Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage Europeans in African American Performance.

Priscilla Garcia:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Whiting Up: Whiteface
Minstrels and Stage Europeans in African American Performance or perhaps others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Whiting Up: Whiteface
Minstrels and Stage Europeans in African American Performance to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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