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Jean-Jacques Rousseau's ideas about society, culture and government are pivotal in the history of political
thought. His works are as controversial as they are relevant today. This volume brings together three of
Rousseau's most important political writings - "The Social Contract" and "The First Discourse (Discourse on
the Sciences and Arts)" and "The Second Discourse (Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality)" - and presents essays by major scholars that shed light on the dimensions and implications of
these texts. Susan Dunn's introductory essay underlines the unity of Rousseau's political thought and explains
why his ideas influenced Jacobin revolutionaries in France but repelled American revolutionaries across the
ocean. Gita May's essay discusses Rousseau as cultural critic. Robert Bellah explores Rousseau's attempt to
resolve the tension between the individual's desire for freedom and the obligations that society imposes.
David Bromwich analyzes Rousseau as a psychologist of the human self. And Conor Cruise O'Brien takes on
the "noxious", "deranged" Rousseau, excoriated by Edmund Burke but admired by Robespierre and Thomas
Jefferson. Written from different, even opposing perspectives, these essays should convey a sense of the vital
and contentious debate surrounding Rousseau and his legacy. For this edition Susan Dunn has provided a
new translation of the "Discourse on the Sciences and Arts" and has revised a previously published
translation of "The Social Contract".
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Wood:

The event that you get from [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE FIRST AND SECOND
DISCOURSES (RETHINKING THE WESTERN TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Rousseau, Jean
Jacques (AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] will be the more deep you digging the information that hide
inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES
(RETHINKING THE WESTERN TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Rousseau, Jean Jacques
(AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES
(RETHINKING THE WESTERN TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Rousseau, Jean Jacques
(AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] instantly.

Helen Tate:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND
THE FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES (RETHINKING THE WESTERN TRADITION
(PAPERBACK)) } ] by Rousseau, Jean Jacques (AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE FIRST AND
SECOND DISCOURSES (RETHINKING THE WESTERN TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) } ] by
Rousseau, Jean Jacques (AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] as good book not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

April Cotton:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES (RETHINKING
THE WESTERN TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Rousseau, Jean Jacques (AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [
Paperback ] will give you a new experience in examining a book.



Jesse Eriksen:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book [ { THE SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE
FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES (RETHINKING THE WESTERN TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) }
] by Rousseau, Jean Jacques (AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] to make your own reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide [ { THE SOCIAL
CONTRACT AND THE FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES (RETHINKING THE WESTERN
TRADITION (PAPERBACK)) } ] by Rousseau, Jean Jacques (AUTHOR) Feb-08-2002 [ Paperback ] can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that
time.
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