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Although brickmaking was one of the pioneering non-agricultural manufacturing industries in the Rio
Grande Valley, as well as in other areas of the lower Rio Grande region, this is the first ethnographic study
of the industry. The many and important connections between brickmaking in Mexico and Texas lead author
Scott Cook to consider many core issues in the interdisciplinary field of border cultural studies, even as he
gives a clear picture of the development and decline of the binational industry.

Drawing largely on oral testimonies from living informants and from ten years of fieldwork in surviving
sites, Cook explores the organization, development, and techniques of the border brick industry, cataloging
the range of organizational forms of brick manufacturing from household-based petty commodity units to
wage-labor–based petty capitalist units. He also highlights a series of linkages between production, labor
markets, and commodity markets. Finally, he focuses on understanding how and why handmade brick
production disappeared in Texas just as it took off into explosive growth in Mexico, roughly in the period
from the 1950s to the 1980s.

Cook necessarily deals with both sides of the border. Historically, the circular flow of people, materials, and
culture in the brick industry has defied the River boundary as any sort

of formidable barrier to movement. Yet this study documents that, especially in the twentieth century, the
“Border” cannot be romantically dismissed as a fiction which has no quotidian existential impact on the
movement of people, commodities, and culture.

Major themes developed include:

•The development and spread of Mexican brick culture in Texas

•Case studies of brick making in South Texas and Northern Mexico

•Mexican brick export industry and the role of joint capital

•The impact of intercultural relations and views of the other on cross-border business

•Issues of citizenship and identity in the histories of border brickmaking families
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Mexican Brick Culture in the Building of Texas, 1800s-1980s
(Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions).

Carmen Fields:

The book Mexican Brick Culture in the Building of Texas, 1800s-1980s (Rio Grande/Río Bravo:
Borderlands Culture and Traditions) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Mexican Brick Culture in the
Building of Texas, 1800s-1980s (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions)? Some of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Mexican Brick Culture in the Building
of Texas, 1800s-1980s (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ray Ellis:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Mexican Brick Culture
in the Building of Texas, 1800s-1980s (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a guide.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Mexican Brick Culture in the Building of
Texas, 1800s-1980s (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) is simple to bring you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring



typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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