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What is literary theory? Is there a relationship between literature and culture? These are some of questions
addressed by Jonathan Culler in this new edition of his highly popular Very Short Introduction. Culler, an
extremely lucid commentator and much admired in the field of literary theory, uses easy-to-grasp examples
as he outlines the ideas behind schools of criticism that can otherwise be quite daunting, such as
deconstruction, semiotics, and postcolonial theory. He explains "theory" not by describing warring "schools"
but by sketching key "moves" that theory has encouraged, and by speaking directly about the implications of
theory for thinking about literature, human identity, and the power of language.

In this Second Edition, Culler includes much new material, including a discussion of the "death of theory," a
look at topics such as trauma theory, ecocriticism, and the link between the theory of narrative and cognitive
science, plus a new chapter on "Ethics and Aesthetics." The book also includes updated bibliographies.
Shedding light on everything from literature and social identity, to poetry, poetics, and rhetoric, Literary
Theory is a welcome guide for all lovers of literature.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Literary Theory: A
Very Short Introduction will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Dennis Thorpe:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Literary Theory: A Very
Short Introduction that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction become your
personal starter.

Eric Bass:

Beside that Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in
the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from
today!

Cary Freeman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Literary Theory: A Very Short
Introduction has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.
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