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Drawing upon nearly two hundred years of recorded African American oratory, The Will of a People: A

Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches, edited by Richard W. Leeman and Bernard K.

Duffy, brings together in one unique volume some of this tradition’s most noteworthy speeches, each paired

with an astute introduction designed to highlight its most significant elements.

Arranged chronologically, from Maria Miller Stewart’s 1832 speech “Why Sit Ye Here and Die?” to

President Barack Obama’s 2009 inaugural address, these orations are tied to many of the key themes and

events of American history, as well as the many issues and developments in American race relations. These

themes, events, and issues include the changing roles of women, Native American relations, American

“manifest destiny,” abolitionism, the industrial revolution, Jim Crow, lynching, World War I and American

self-determination, the rise of the New Deal and government social programs, the Civil Rights Movement

and desegregation, the Vietnam War, Nixon and Watergate, gay and lesbian rights, immigration, and the rise

of a mediated culture. Leeman and Duffy have carefully selected the most eloquent and relevant speeches by

African Americans, including those by Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Frances Ellen Watkins Harper,

Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Booker T. Washington, Mary Church Terrell, W. E. B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey,

Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, Barbara Jordan, Jesse Jackson, and Marian Wright

Edelman, many of which have never received significant scholarly attention.

The Will of a People is the first book to pair the full texts of the most important African American

orations with substantial introductory essays intended to guide the reader’s understanding of the speaker, the

speech, its rhetorical interpretation, and the historical context in which it occurred. Broadly representative of

the African American experience, as well as what it means to be American, this valuable collection will

serve as an essential guide to the African American oratory tradition.
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

The book The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches to be your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Will of a People:
A Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Willard Callahan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches, you are able to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Russell Wade:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Will of a People: A Critical
Anthology of Great African American Speeches that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology of
Great African American Speeches become your current starter.

Wade Diaz:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches we can take



more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by
this book The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology of Great African American Speeches. You can more
desirable than now.
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