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'Now, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts. Facts alone are wanted in
life. Plant nothing else, and root out everything else.’
 
Coketown is dominated by the figure of Mr Thomas Gradgrind, school owner and model of Utilitarian
success. Feeding both his pupils and his family with facts, he bans fancy and wonder from young minds. As
a consequence his young daughter Louisa marries the loveless businessman and “bully of humility” Mr
Bounderby, and his son Tom rebels to become embroiled in gambling and robbery. And, as their fortunes
cross with those of free-spirited circus girl Sissy Jupe and victimized weaver Stephen Blackpool, Gradgrind
is eventually forced to recognize the value of the human heart in an age of materialism and machinery.
 
This edition of Hard Times is based on the text of the first volume publication of 1854. Kate Flint’s
introduction sheds light on the frequently overlooked character interplay in Dickens’s great critique of
Victorian industrial society. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Norma Lorentzen:

The book Hard Times gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Hard Times for being your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a book Hard Times. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Robert Irizarry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Hard Times.

Jackie Caldwell:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Hard Times can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Hard Times.

Colby Tapia:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Hard Times when you required it?
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