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This book is the first in English to consider women's movements and feminist discourses in twentieth-
century Taiwan. Doris T. Chang examines the way in which Taiwanese women in the twentieth century
selectively appropriated Western feminist theories to meet their needs in a modernizing Confucian culture.
She illustrates the rise and fall of women's movements against the historical backdrop of the island's
contested national identities, first vis-à-vis imperial Japan (1895-1945) and later with postwar China (1945-
2000).

In particular, during periods of soft authoritarianism in the Japanese colonial era and late twentieth century,
autonomous women's movements emerged and operated within the political perimeters set by the
authoritarian regimes. Women strove to replace the "Good Wife, Wise Mother" ideal with an individualist
feminism that meshed social, political, and economic gender equity with the prevailing Confucian family
ideology. However, during periods of hard authoritarianism from the 1930s to the 1960s, the autonomous
movements collapsed.

The particular brand of Taiwanese feminism developed from numerous outside influences, including
interactions among an East Asian sociopolitical milieu, various strands of Western feminism, and even
Marxist-Leninist women's liberation programs in Soviet Russia. Chinese communism appears not to have
played a significant role, due to the Chinese Nationalists' restriction of communication with the mainland
during their rule on post-World War II Taiwan.

Notably, this study compares the perspectives of Madame Chiang Kai-shek, whose husband led as the
president of the Republic of China on Taiwan from 1949 to 1975, and Hsiu-lien Annette Lu, Taiwan's vice
president from 2000 to 2008. Delving into period sources such as the highly influential feminist monthly
magazine Awakening as well as interviews with feminist leaders, Chang provides a comprehensive historical
and cross-cultural analysis of the struggle for gender equality in Taiwan.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Women's Movements in Twentieth-Century Taiwan your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Women's Movements in Twentieth-Century Taiwan giving you
one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Hubert Wooten:

This Women's Movements in Twentieth-Century Taiwan is great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Women's Movements in Twentieth-Century Taiwan in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny
right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt in which?

Phyllis Wilder:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Women's Movements in Twentieth-Century
Taiwan can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

James Johnson:

You will get this Women's Movements in Twentieth-Century Taiwan by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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