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Eli Rubin takes an innovative approach to consumer culture to explore questions of political consensus and
consent and the impact of ideology on everyday life in the former East Germany. Synthetic Socialism
explores the history of East Germany through the production and use of a deceptively simple material:
plastic. Rubin investigates the connections between the communist government, its Bauhaus-influenced
designers, its retooled postwar chemical industry, and its general consumer population. He argues that East
Germany was neither a totalitarian state nor a niche society but rather a society shaped by the confluence of
unique economic and political circumstances interacting with the concerns of ordinary citizens.

To East Germans, Rubin says, plastic was a high-technology material, a symbol of socialism's scientific and
economic superiority over capitalism. Most of all, the state and its designers argued, plastic goods were of a
particularly special quality, not to be thrown away like products of the wasteful West. Rubin demonstrates
that this argument was accepted by the mainstream of East German society, for whom the modern, socialist
dimension of a plastics-based everyday life had a deep resonance.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Inouye:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Synthetic Socialism:
Plastics and Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republicis the main of several books that will everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Phyllis Belser:

The book untitled Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic is the
e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and
Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

George Hoffman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German
Democratic Republic can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jason Buckley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and
Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic or maybe others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German
Democratic Republic to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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