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In the summer of 1959, most of the town of Braddock, Pennsylvania---along with half a million steel
workers around the country---went on strike in the longest labor stoppage in American history. With no
paychecks coming in, the families of Braddock looked to its football team for inspiration.

The Braddock Tigers had played for five amazing seasons, a total of 45 games, without a single loss.
Heading into the fall of ‘59, this team from just outside Pittsburgh, whose games members of the Steelers
would drop by to watch, needed just eight victories to break the national record for consecutive wins. Sports
Illustrated and other media descended upon the banks of the Monongahela River to profile the team and its
revered head coach, future Hall of Famer Chuck Klausing, who molded his boys into winners while helping
to effect the racial integration of his squad. While the townspeople bet their last dollars on the Tigers, young
black players like Ray Henderson hoped that the record would be a ticket to college and spare them from life
in the mills alongside their fathers. In Striking Gridiron, author Greg Nichols recounts every detail of
Braddock's incredible sixth, undefeated season---from the brutal weeks of summer training camp to the
season's final play that defined the team's legacy. In the words of Klausing himself, "Greg Nichols couldn't
have written it better if he'd been on the sidelines with us."

But even more than the story of a triumphant season, Nichols's narrative is an intimate chronicle of small-
town America during the hardest of times. Striking Gridiron takes us from the sidelines and stands on game
day into the school hallways, onto the street corners, and into the very homes of Braddock to reveal a
beleaguered blue-collar town from a bygone era---and the striking workers whose strength was mirrored by
the football heroics of steel-town boys on Friday nights and Saturday afternoons.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Sneller:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Striking Gridiron: A Town's Pride and a Team's Shot at Glory During the Biggest Strike in American
History, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a publication.

Robert Sanders:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Striking Gridiron: A Town's Pride and a Team's Shot at Glory During the
Biggest Strike in American History why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Benoit:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Striking Gridiron: A Town's Pride and a Team's Shot at Glory During the Biggest Strike in
American History provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Terry Brown:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Striking Gridiron: A Town's Pride and a Team's
Shot at Glory During the Biggest Strike in American History was vibrant and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book Striking Gridiron: A Town's Pride and a Team's Shot at Glory During the Biggest
Strike in American History has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to



suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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