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By the mid-nineteenth century, Richmond was one of the preeminent industrial centers in the South, with a
level of criminal activity that reflected its size. Slavery on Trial examines more than 7,000 criminal cases
recorded between 1830 and 1860, ranging from sensational murders to minor misdemeanors.
 
Although the criminal justice system in antebellum Virginia was explicitly designed to support slaveholders'
rule, James Campbell reveals that, in practice, trials and punishments sometimes subverted elite interests.
Rather than serving as an unproblematic prop of the slave regime, law enforcement and court proceedings in
Richmond revealed class, race, and gender tensions.
 
Campbell shows that considerations of race and slavery infused every criminal case in Richmond, even when
slaves were not directly involved as victims or defendants. He also considers the relationship between
judicial processes and social, cultural, and political developments in the city.
 
Slavery on Trial is a sobering portrait of the administration of racially constructed laws. It exposes the
contradictions inherent in antebellum Southern law, and examines the implications those contradictions had
for slaves, free blacks, poor whites, immigrants, and women.
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From reader reviews:

Earnest Jennings:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Slavery on Trial:
Race, Class, and Criminal Justice in Antebellum Richmond, Virginia (New Perspectives on the History of
the South) to read.

Phyllis Force:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular
Slavery on Trial: Race, Class, and Criminal Justice in Antebellum Richmond, Virginia (New Perspectives on
the History of the South) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Adam Gutierrez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Slavery on Trial: Race, Class, and Criminal
Justice in Antebellum Richmond, Virginia (New Perspectives on the History of the South) publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Slavery on Trial: Race, Class, and Criminal
Justice in Antebellum Richmond, Virginia (New Perspectives on the History of the South) as good book not
merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jerold Niemi:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Slavery on Trial: Race, Class,



and Criminal Justice in Antebellum Richmond, Virginia (New Perspectives on the History of the South)
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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