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In Devotion to the Adopted Country, Tyler V. Johnson looks at the efforts of America’s Democratic Party
and Catholic leadership to use the service of immigrant volunteers in the U.S.–Mexican War as a weapon
against nativism and anti-Catholicism. Each chapter focuses on one of the five major events or issues that
arose during the war, finishing with how the Catholic and immigrant community remembered the war during
the nativist resurgence of the 1850s and in the outbreak of the Civil War. Johnson’s book uncovers a new
social aspect to military history by connecting the war to the larger social, political, and religious threads of
antebellum history.
Having grown used to the repeated attacks of nativists upon the fidelity and competency of the German and
Irish immigrants flooding into the United States, Democratic and Catholic newspapers vigorously defended
the adopted citizens they valued as constituents and congregants. These efforts frequently consisted of
arguments extolling the American virtues of the recent arrivals, pointing to their hard work, love of liberty,
and willingness to sacrifice for their adopted country.
However, immigrants sometimes undermined this portrayal by prioritizing their ethnic and/or religious
identities over their identities as new U.S. citizens. Even opportunities seemingly tailor-made for the
defenders of Catholicism and the nation’s adopted citizens could go awry. When the supposedly well-
disciplined Irish volunteers from Savannah brawled with soldiers from another Georgia company on a Rio
Grande steamboat, the fight threatened to confirm the worst stereotypes of the nation’s new Irish citizens. In
addition, although the Jesuits John McElroy and Anthony Rey gained admirers in the army and in the rest of
the country for their untiring care for wounded and sick soldiers in northern Mexico, anti-Catholic activists
denounced them for taking advantage of vulnerable young men to win converts for the Church.         
Using the letters and personal papers of soldiers, the diaries and correspondence of Fathers McElroy and
Rey, Catholic and Democratic newspapers, and military records, Johnson illuminates the lives and actions of
Catholic and immigrant volunteers and the debates over their participation in the war. Shedding light on this
understudied and misunderstood facet of the war with Mexico, Devotion to the Adopted Country adds to the
scholarship on immigration and religion in antebellum America, illustrating the contentious and controversial
process by which immigrants and their supporters tried to carve out a place in U.S. society.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Jones:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Devotion to the Adopted Country: U.S.
Immigrant Volunteers in the Mexican War book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

William McDowell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Devotion to the Adopted Country: U.S. Immigrant
Volunteers in the Mexican War, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

David Gonzales:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Devotion to the Adopted Country: U.S.
Immigrant Volunteers in the Mexican War reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Devotion to the Adopted Country: U.S. Immigrant Volunteers in the Mexican War as good book
not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Eduardo Fernandez:

Beside this Devotion to the Adopted Country: U.S. Immigrant Volunteers in the Mexican War in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Devotion to the Adopted Country: U.S. Immigrant Volunteers in
the Mexican War because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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