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What is the origin of music? In the last few decades this centuries-old puzzle has been reinvigorated by new
archaeological evidence and developments in the fields of cognitive science, linguistics, and evolutionary
theory. In this path-breaking book, renowned musicologist Gary Tomlinson draws from these areas to
construct a new narrative for the emergence of human music. Starting at a period of human prehistory long
before Homo sapiens or music existed, Tomlinson describes the incremental attainments that, by changing
the communication and society of prehumen species, laid the foundation for musical behaviors in more
recent times. He traces in Neandertals and early sapiens the accumulation and development of these
capacities, and he details their coalescence into modern musical behavior across the last hundred millennia.

But A Million Years of Music is not about music alone. Tomlinson builds a model of human evolution that
revises our understanding of the interaction of biology and culture across evolutionary time-scales,
challenging and enriching current models of our deep history. As he tells his story, he draws in other
emerging human traits: language, symbolism, a metaphysical imagination and the ritual it gives rise to,
complex social structure, and the use of advanced technologies. Tomlinson's model of evolution allows him
to account for much of what makes us a unique species in the world today and provides a new way of
understanding the appearance of humanity in its modern form.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of
Human Modernity book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Nicole Marcil:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Million Years of Music: The
Emergence of Human Modernity that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human
Modernity become your current starter.

Mark Hoffman:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human
Modernity can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Molly Maldonado:

You can find this A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human Modernity by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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