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The biography of a fascinating cultural hero, René Blum and the Ballets Russes uncovers the events in the
life of the enigmatic and brilliant writer and producer who perished in the Holocaust. Brother of Léon Blum,
the first socialist prime minister of France, René Blum was a passionate and prominent littérateur. He was
the editor of the chic literary journal Gil Blas where he met such celebrated figures as Claude Debussy,
Pierre Bonnard, Edouard Vuillard, André Gide, and Paul Valéry. As author Judith Chazin-Bennahum's
research illustrates, Blum actually arranged for the publication of Proust's Swann's Way. But Blum's
accomplishments and legacy do not end there: after enlisting in World War I, he won the Croix de Guerre
and became a national hero. And Blum resurrected the Ballets Russes de Monte Carlo after Diaghilev's
death. Tragically, he was arrested in 1941 during a roundup of Jewish intellectuals and ultimately sent to
Auschwitz.
Based on a treasure trove of previously undiscovered letters and documents, this thoroughly researched
narrative not only tells the poignant story of Blum's life but also illustrates Blum's central role in the
development of dance in the United States. Indeed, Blum's efforts to save his ballet company eventually
helped to bring many of the world's greatest dancers and choreographers--among them Fokine, Balanchine,
and Nijinska--to American ballet stages, shaping the path of dance in the United States for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Babcock:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Rene Blum and
The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost Life is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Hubert Drummond:

This book untitled Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost Life to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Jennifer Rogers:

The reserve untitled Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost Life is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost Life from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Susannah Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost
Life why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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