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Open Secrets is Richard Lischer's story of his early career as a Lutheran minister. Fresh out of divinity
school and full of enthusiasm, Lischer found himself assigned to a small conservative church in an
economically depressed town in southern Illinois. This was far from what this overly enthusiastic and
optimistic young man expected. The town was bleak, poor, and clearly not a step on his path to a brilliant
career.

It's an awkward marriage at best, a young man with a Ph.D. in theology, full of ideas and ambitions,
determined to improve his parish and bring them into the twenty-first century, and a community that is "as
tightly sealed as a jar of home-canned pickles." In their own way, they welcome him and his family, even
though they think he's "got bigger fish to fry." Thus begins Richard Lischer's first year as a pastor: bringing
communion to the sick (but forgetting to bring the wafers); marrying two unlikely couples--a pregnant
teenager and her boyfriend, and two people who can't stop fighting.

Often he doesn't understand his congregation, and sometimes they don't understand him; for instance, why
does his wife hire a baby-sitter and instead of leaving, put on her bathing suit, grab a stack of novels, and
hide from the kids? Or why can't Pastor Lischer see how important it is for a woman with little money to buy
an elaborate coffin to bury her husband in?

There are also the moments of grace, when pastor and parishioner unite for a common goal: when he asks for
prayers for his infant son, and can feel everyone in the congregation ministering to him; when old hurts are
put aside to help a desperate young woman finish college and raise her baby; or when he helps save a woman
from dying of a drug overdose.

In Open Secrets Lischer tells not only his own story but also the story of New Cana and all of its
inhabitants--lovable, deeply flawed, imperfect people that stick together. With his sharp eye and keen wit,
Lischer perfectly captures the comedy of small town life with all of its feuds, rumors, scandals, and
friendships. In the end he learns to appreciate not only the life New Cana has to offer, but also the people
who have accepted him, at last, as part of themselves.
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From reader reviews:

David Wood:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a
Country Church was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a
Country Church is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a Country Church. You never feel lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Wm Dunlap:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Open Secrets: A Spiritual
Journey Through a Country Church that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey Through a
Country Church become your current starter.

Lucille Yang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Open Secrets: A Spiritual Journey
Through a Country Church.
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