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This edited volume of translations covers the major political essays of India's first feminist Hindi poet. A
devout follower and advocate of Gandhi, Mahadevi Varma is a household name in India and is a major
woman of letters in the modern Hindi world. The essays collected in this volume represent some of
Mahadevi Varma’s most famous writings on the “woman question” in India. The collection also includes an
introduction to her life, with biographical notes, an analysis of her importance in the field of Hindi letters, as
well as a selection of her poems – these latter because Mahadevi Varma made her mark in the world of Hindi
literature through her poetry, and a volume of translations would be incomplete without a sampling of them.
The introduction to the translated volume sketches Mahadevi Varma's life and work and her significance to
both the development of modern standard Hindi as well as to the nascent women's movement underway in
the 1920s in India. Little scholarly attention has been given in the academy outside of India to Varma’s
numerous contributions to women’s education, to the development of modern standard Hindi, and to political
thought during the Independence movement in late-colonial India. This volume of translations engages
themes like language and nationalism, women’s roles as artists, the politics of motherhood and
marriage—themes that continue to be relevant to women’s lives in contemporary India and to movements for
women’s rights outside India as well. This volume of translations of Mahadevi Varma’s feminist political
essays is the first of its kind. While some of these essays, especially those from Mahadevi Varma’s Hamari
Shrinkhala Ki Kariyan collection have been translated by Neera K. Sohoni and published under the title
Links in the Chain (Katha, 2003), there is no sustained treatment of Varma’s political thinking in one,
accessible volume. While there is ample work on Varma in Hindi, scholars of feminism (and students of
Hindi who are in the nascent stages of language acquisition) have nowhere to turn for a comprehensive
sampling of her work. Mahadevi Varma is also one of the most difficult writers to access even for trained
scholars of Hindi language and literature. Her highly Sanskritized diction and her stylized prose sketches
make her work a pleasure to read in the original but daunting to translate into English. This volume has
contributions from some of the most highly regarded Hindi experts. In the editor’s introduction to the volume
of translations a brief biographical sketch followed by an analysis of the political climate of Northern India
has been provided so that the reader unfamiliar with India of the 1920s-1940s will have the necessary
historical context to place her work. The introduction to the volume also raises the issue of why she gave up
writing poetry and turned solely to writing prose when she became involved with the movements for
women’s rights and national independence. Finally, the volume provides feminist cultural historians a rich
archive of how Indian women like Mahadevi Varma were actively negotiating their lives as women,
activists, artists, teachers, and married women. This work will be of use to scholars of Hindi language and
literature in the US/European academy and should be of interest to cultural and feminist historians of modern
India. This volume will introduce Mahadevi Varma’s literary scope to an English-speaking audience, and
will serve as a reference for feminist historians of the nationalist period in the Indian subcontinent.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Mahadevi Varma:
Political Essays on Women, Culture, and Nation, Student Edition book as basic and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Raymond Striegel:

The book Mahadevi Varma: Political Essays on Women, Culture, and Nation, Student Edition has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Carol Pyles:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Mahadevi Varma: Political Essays on
Women, Culture, and Nation, Student Edition can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking
out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Mahadevi Varma: Political Essays on Women, Culture, and Nation, Student Edition.

Jesse Kennedy:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Mahadevi Varma: Political Essays on Women,
Culture, and Nation, Student Edition was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Mahadevi Varma: Political Essays on Women, Culture, and Nation, Student Edition has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
that.
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