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In 1964, Nina Simone sat at a piano in New York's Carnegie Hall to play what she called a "show tune."
Then she began to sing: "Alabama's got me so upset/Tennessee made me lose my rest/And everybody knows
about Mississippi Goddam!" Simone, and her song, became icons of the civil rights movement. But her
confrontational style was not the only path taken by black women entertainers.

In How It Feels to Be Free, Ruth Feldstein examines celebrated black women performers, illuminating the
risks they took, their roles at home and abroad, and the ways that they raised the issue of gender amid their
demands for black liberation. Feldstein focuses on six women who made names for themselves in the music,
film, and television industries: Simone, Lena Horne, Miriam Makeba, Abbey Lincoln, Diahann Carroll, and
Cicely Tyson. These women did not simply mirror black activism; their performances helped constitute the
era's political history. Makeba connected America's struggle for civil rights to the fight against apartheid in
South Africa, while Simone sparked high-profile controversy with her incendiary lyrics. Yet Feldstein finds
nuance in their careers. In 1968, Hollywood cast the outspoken Lincoln as a maid to a white family in For
Love of Ivy, adding a layer of complication to the film. That same year, Diahann Carroll took on the starring
role in the television series Julia. Was Julia a landmark for casting a black woman or for treating her race as
unimportant? The answer is not clear-cut. Yet audiences gave broader meaning to what sometimes seemed to
be apolitical performances.

How It Feels to Be Free demonstrates that entertainment was not always just entertainment and that "We
Shall Overcome" was not the only soundtrack to the civil rights movement. By putting black women
performances at center stage, Feldstein sheds light on the meanings of black womanhood in a revolutionary
time.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

The book How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make examining a book How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights
Movement for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and
read a reserve How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Freddie Patton:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women
Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the
Civil Rights Movement to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Ignacio Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims How It Feels to Be Free:
Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement.

Tony Jacobson:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women
Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for



you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women
Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of their time.

Download and Read Online How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women
Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement Ruth Feldstein
#0Y9J8AM2VXT



Read How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the
Civil Rights Movement by Ruth Feldstein for online ebook

How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement by Ruth Feldstein Free
PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil
Rights Movement by Ruth Feldstein books to read online.

Online How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights
Movement by Ruth Feldstein ebook PDF download

How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement by Ruth Feldstein
Doc

How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement by Ruth Feldstein Mobipocket

How It Feels to Be Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights Movement by Ruth Feldstein EPub


