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"I messed up," Calvin Newton lamented, after wasting thirty years and doing time in both state and federal
prisons for theft, counterfeiting, and drug violations. "These were years of my life that I could have been
singing gospel music."

During his prime, he was super-handsome, athletic, and charged with sexual charisma that attracted women
to him like flies to honey. Atop this abundance was his astounding voice, "the voice of an angel."

This book is his prodigal-son story. Audacious, Newton never turned down a dare, even if it meant climbing
on the roof of a speeding car or wading into a freezing ocean. As a boy boxer, he was a Kentucky Golden
Gloves champ who k.o.'ed his opponent in twenty-three seconds.

By his late teens he had been recruited by the Blackwood Brothers, the number-one gospel quartet in the
world. In his mid-twenties while he was singing Christian songs with the Oak Ridge Quartet, Newton's
mighty talent and movie-star looks took him deep into hedonism--reckless driving, heavy romancing, and
addictive pill popping.

As 1950s rock 'n' roll began its invasion of gospel, he and two partners formed the Sons of Song, the first all-
male gospel trio. Long before the pop sound claimed contemporary Christian music, the Sons of Song turned
gospel upside down with histrionic harmony, high-styled tuxedos, and Hollywood verve. Their signature
song, "Wasted Years," foreshadowed Newton's punishing fall.

This biography looks back at the destructive lifestyle that wrecked a sparkling career. When well into his
sixties, Newton turned his life around and was able to confront his demons and discuss his prodigal days. He
talked extensively with Russ Cheatham about his self- destruction and the great personal expense of his own
bad-boy choices and late redemption.

In this candid biography, one of gospel's all-stars discloses a messed-up life that vacillated between
achievement and failure, fame and infamy, happiness and grief.

Russ Cheatham is an associate professor and coordinator of the criminal justice program at Cumberland
University. His work has been published in Bluegrass Unlimited and Music Row Magazine.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Callender:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Bad Boy of Gospel
Music: The Calvin Newton Story (American Made Music Ser). All type of book would you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Thomas Barreto:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Bad Boy of Gospel Music: The Calvin Newton
Story (American Made Music Ser) to read.

Linda Livingston:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Bad Boy of Gospel Music: The Calvin Newton Story (American Made Music Ser), you are able to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a publication.

Susan Negri:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Bad Boy of Gospel Music: The Calvin Newton Story (American Made Music Ser)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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