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His formal schooling abruptly cut off at age eleven, George Washington saw his boyhood dream of joining
the British army evaporate and recognized that even his aspiration to rise in colonial Virginian agricultural
society would be difficult. Throughout his life he faced challenges for which he lacked the academic
foundations shared by his more highly educated contemporaries. Yet Washington’s legacy is clearly not one
of failure.

Breaking new ground in Washington scholarship and American revolutionary history, Adrienne M. Harrison
investigates the first president’s dedicated process of self-directed learning through reading, a facet of his
character and leadership long neglected by historians and biographers. In A Powerful Mind, Harrison shows
that Washington rose to meet these trials through a committed campaign of highly focused reading,
educating himself on exactly what he needed to do and how best to do it. In contrast to other famous figures
of the revolution—Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin—Washington did not relish learning
for its own sake, viewing self-education instead as a tool for shaping himself into the person he wanted to be.
His two highest-profile and highest-risk endeavors—commander in chief of the Continental Army and
president of the fledgling United States—are a testament to the success of his strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the A
Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Ruth Barnett:

A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Thomas Barreto:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of
George Washington reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty A Powerful Mind: The Self-
Education of George Washington as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Sallie Farris:

This A Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington is great guide for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A
Powerful Mind: The Self-Education of George Washington in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but



this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt that?
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