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This eclectic history of unusual crowd behavior describes a rich assortment of mass phenomena ranging from
the amusing and quirky to the shocking and deplorable. What do fads, crazes, manias, urban legends, moral
panics, riots, stampedes, and other mass expressions of emotion have in common? By creating a typology of
such behavior, past and present, the authors show how common extraordinary group reactions to fear or
excitement are. And they offer insights into how these sometimes dangerous mob responses can be avoided. 

We may not be surprised to read about the peculiarities of the European Middle Ages, when superstition was
commonplace: like the meowing nuns of France, "tarantism" (a dancing mania) in Italy, or the malicious
anti-Semitic poison-well scares. But similar phenomena show up in our own era. Examples include the
social-networking hysteria of 2012, which resulted in uncontrollable twitching by teenage girls in Leroy,
NY; the "phantom bus terrorist" of 2004 in Vancouver, Canada; and the itching outbreak of 2000 in South
Africa. 

Vivid, detailed, and thoroughly researched, this is a fascinating overview of collective human behavior in its
many unusual forms.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Pruitt:

The book A Colorful History of Popular Delusions will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this
book very ideal to you. The book A Colorful History of Popular Delusions is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Cary Freeman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Colorful History of Popular
Delusions that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick A Colorful History of Popular Delusions become your personal starter.

Michael Aldrich:

This A Colorful History of Popular Delusions is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Colorful
History of Popular Delusions in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt in which?

Warren Bowers:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Colorful History of Popular Delusions
can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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